
A panel discussion including:

Dr. Maria Lapinski, MSU
Dr. Lapinski is joint-appointed as a Professor in the Department of Communication and Michigan 
Ag-Bio Research at Michigan State University (MSU). She served as the Associate Dean for Research for 
the College of Communication Arts and Sciences. Her research examines the impact of messages and 
social-psychological factors on health and environmental risk behaviors with a focus on culturally-based 
differences and similarities.

Dr. Ellis Adams, Georgia State University
Dr. Adams is Assistant Professor of Global Studies and Geosciences at the Global Studies Institute at 
GSA. His research lies at the intersection of human-environment interactions in cities, poor urban and 
peri-urban, and informal settlements of Sub-Saharan Africa.

Zachary Curtis, PhD student, Environmental Engineering and ESPP
Mr. Curtis’ research focuses on helping communities develop and better understand water resource 
sustainability at a time when water resources are threatened and under growing duress locally, nationally 
and abroad. He uses groundwater and watershed modeling for his research on water resource hazards of 
brine upwelling in lowland and coastal areas of Michigan
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