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Introduction



Background
• States are striving to develop 

policies and programs to achieve 
climate and energy goal
• Existing policies with carbon 

impacts include:
• Emission trading systems
• Greenhouse gas emission targets
• Property taxes
• Cost-share programs
• Renewable Portfolio Standards

• Forests are becoming increasingly 
integral to these climate plans 



Objectives
• Collect, categorize, analyze, track, 

and communicate state policies and 
programs 
• Provide foundation for analysis of 

existing policies
• Peer leaning between state actors
• Understand leverage points for 

natural and working land 
interventions
• Increased ”climate-smart” policy 

dissemination and diffusion



Process and Methods



Literature Review
• Conducted to identity existing 

U.S. state-level policy areas 
influencing forest carbon, as well 
as to establish categories and 
structure for the policy tracking 
process
• Sources included budgets and 

fact sheets from state agencies 
and departments, statutory 
texts, third-party analyses, and 
academic papers



Expert Interviews
• Interviews assisted in 

determining policy and program 
types for inclusion (e.g., those 
which may be indirectly, and so 
less obviously, linked to forest 
carbon
• Identifying thematic distinctions 

of greatest relevance within 
which policies and programs will 
be categorized 



Policy Framework
• Theoretical framework for 

cataloguing and categorizing 
policies
• Four key policy areas identified

• GHG Emissions and Energy
• Direct Financial Incentives
• Forest Management and Land Use
• Public Procurement



Database State Property
Exempt

Land
Eligibility Acres Management 

Requirements Enrollment

Alaska
Timber, land, and materials 

laid down by natural 
processes

Private land with scenic
conservation or public 

recreation use easement
N/A N/A N/A

Delaware

Commercial forest 
plantations, land planted as 

a nursery, orchard, or for 
ornamental purposes

Commercial forest 
plantations ≥10 Forest Management Plan 

required 30 years

Georgia

Commercial forest 
plantations, land planted as 

a nursery, orchard, or for 
ornamental purposes

Land used for 
commercial production 
of trees, timber, or other 

wood and wood fiber 
products

≥200 in two 
counties

≥100 in one 
county

Property may have 
secondary uses such as 
promotion, preservation, 

or management of wildlife 
habitat

10 years

Hawaii Land classified as tree 
farms

Tree farm development 
property in an 

agricultural district or 
conservation district 

zoned for commercial 
forest use

≥10

Tree farm management 
plan for the tree farm, the 
planting and harvesting 

schedules, and estimates 
of value at harvest

6-25 years

Iowa Forest and fruit trees Forest reservations and 
fruit tree reservations

≥2 (forest)

1-10 (fruit 
tree)

Erosion control, 
watershed protection, 

game cover while 
continuing to produce for 

income

Indefinite

Michigan Qualified forest property Land designated as 
qualified forest property ≥20

Forest Management Plan 
required (shall include a 
schedule and timetables 

for the various 
silvicultural practices 
used on forestlands)

N/A

Mississippi
All growing, standing 

timber, trees and shrubs in 
unmanufactured condition

N/A N/A N/A N/A

• Each column 
represents a coding 
dimension for the 
policy (e.g., forest 
exemption laws)
• Each row pertains 

to a different state 
(e.g., Alaska)



Deliverables



Website & Maps
• Website with interactive, 

dynamic map detailing 
policies across states
• Links to FCCP written 

pieces, primary sources, 
etc.



White Papers
• Detailing wider thematic 

areas as well as specific 
policies
• Contextualizing important 

functional mechanisms, 
policy variations

• State themes and 
approaches

• Implications for forest 
carbon, land management



Policy Example



Forest Tax Programs
• Six preferential forest tax systems
• Exemptions, Rebate, Modified 

Assessment, Modified Rate, Yield Tax, 
Severance Tax

• Policy goal is to promote the 
sustainability of private forests by 
limiting and abating property tax 
liabilities 



Example: Forest Exemption Laws
• Exemptions granted to preserve 

scenic, conservation, public 
recreational spaces, commercial 
forest plantations
• Some states require forest 

management plans to apply for tax 
abatement (e.g., Michigan, Delaware)
• States can exempt forest land 

and/or timber
• Michigan exempts forest land and timber, 

while North Carolina only exempts standing 
timber and other forest growth

Forest Exemption Laws in the United States, 2022
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